
Ballot 
Harvesting



Definition
• Ballot harvesting or collecting is the gathering and submitting of 

completed absentee or mail-in voter ballots by third-party 
individuals, volunteers or workers, rather than submission by the 
voters themselves directly to ballot collection sites



Controversy

• Proponents of ballot collection promote it as 
enfranchising those who live in remote areas 
or lack ready access to transportation, are 
incapacitated or in hospital or jail
• Critics of ballot collection highlight the 

possibility of increasing the potential for 
vote misappropriation or fraud. These critics 
sometimes use the term ballot harvesting to 
refer to the practice



Abuse
• Republican ballot harvesting in North 

Carolina's 9th congressional district 
election in 2018 resulted in an 
investigation by the North Carolina 
State Board of Elections and a 
subsequent special election

• Ballot racketeering operation for GOP 
House candidate Mauro E. Garza run by 
Raquel Rodriguez

• Ballot harvesting scheme here involving 
clan and political allies and associates of 
Rep. Ilhan Omar (D.-Minn.)



Current State 

• 26 States allow family members or persons 
in the same household

• 13 States neither enable nor prohibit ballot 
collection as a matter of law

• 12 States have limits on how many ballots an 
agent may collect



• This matters because a 
ballot harvesters claim they 
can bring at least 7,000 
voters to the polls

This means there is the potential that 15 people 
could change a nation election 

107,000
• This is the 

number of votes 
that determined 
the 2016 
election 



Activism
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Questions


